OHS Fines Scorecard for
December 2023

There were 15 OHS fines of over $50,000 reported across Canada
in December 2023. Not surprisingly, Ontario accounted for most
of the fines with 11, followed by BC with 2 and Manitoba and
Saskatchewan with one apiece. However, BC reported the highest
fine, a $710,448 administrative monetary penalty against the
provincial government for high-risk violations at a site where
trees were being cleared to reduce wildfire risks.

The next biggest fine was the $500,000 penalty imposed on an
Ontario forestry products company for a lockout violation that
resulted in a fatality to an electrician making repairs to a
debarking machine. Failure to properly lockout and deenergize
machinery before and during servicing was the main theme 1in
December, accounting for 4 of the 15 reported fines. There
were also multiple fines for incidents involving falls that
could have been prevented, including a $200,000 penalty
against a Saskatchewan fertilizer producer for failing to
guard the floor opening that an unsuspecting worker stepped
into. This was the second highest OHS fine in Saskatchewan 1in
2023, trailing only the $250,000 penalty levied against an
electrical company for a fatality in July.

Here’s a summary of all of the major OHS fines from December.
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OHS Fines Reported in December 2023
(over $50,000)
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