Maximum OHS Penalties by
Jurisdiction

While penalty amounts vary, most jurisdictions use the same
basic structure:

= Initial penalty;

 Additional penalty for each day the offence continues;
and

= In some jurisdictions, increased penalties for second
and subsequent offences.

Penalty amounts may also be based on other factors, including:

= The type of offence committed; and/or
» Who committed it, e.g., a corporation vs. an individual.

In addition to these OHS penalties that are handed down by a
court, many jurisdictions allow OHS officers to 1issue
administrative monetary penalties (AMPs), i.e., smaller fines
handed out by an OHS inspector that don[Jt require a court
action. Here[Js a visual summary of how this all works.
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(1) Because summary convictions are considered less serious
and don[Jt require a court proceeding the way indictment
offences do, they involve lower penalties



(2) Even though there[Js no separate maximum fine schedule for
repeat offences, the fact that the defendant is a repeat
offender is a factor typically resulting in a higher penalty
(3) In QuQbec, there are slightly different fine ranges based
on the seriousness of the offence[]Jthe listed data show the
highest range

(4) Sask[]Js fine rules are Canada[Js most complex[Jthe listed
data shows the highest fine range for both individuals and

corporations



