Enforcement Trends: The 12
Biggest OHS Fines of 2019

Alberta, BC & Ontario Hand Out the
Biggest Fines

Alberta led the 2019 Top 12 list with 5 entries. BC was the
second most represented province with 4, including all 3 of
the year’s highest fines. After years of domination, Ontario
has slipped in recent years and had only 2 of this year’s Top
12, But that’s a bit deceptive when you consider that Ontario
continues to hand out more 6-figure fines than any other
jurisdiction by far. Not unusually, no other jurisdiction was
represented on the Top 12-although Saskatchewan did manage to
crack the list last year.

It's Not Always About Fatalities

Historically, OHS fines don’t reach Top 12 levels unless one
of more workers are killed. But violations that don’t cause
fatalities or even injuries may warrant abnormally high fines
when they’re serious enough and/or the company that commits
them has a track record of violations. Such was the case with
the top 3 fines of this year, all from BC. Every other fine on
the list stemmed from a fatality.

Two caveats about this list:
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= It covers only the OHS fines that were reported and thus
excludes cases where government agreement not to publish
was part of the settlement; and

= It runs only through November 28,

2019.

If necessary,

we'll revise the Top 10 to incorporate any big fines
handed down in December.

Top 12 Highest OHS Fines of 2019 (thru November 28, 2019)
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*All defendants convicted as employers, except where indicated
otherwise




