
Canada’s  New  PFAS  Reporting
Requirement

Rule  affects  businesses  who  have
manufactured  or  imported  PFAS  or  PFAS-
containing articles
On July 27, Environment and Climate Change Canada enacted
a  new  reporting  requirement  for  per-  and  polyfluoroalkyl
substances  (PFAS),  chemicals  widely  used  for  their  heat,
water, and oil-resistant properties. The new rule, entitled
“Notice  with  respect  to  certain  per-  and  polyfluoroalkyl
substances (PFAS),” requires any person who manufactured or
imported PFAS or PFAS-containing articles or used PFAS in the
manufacture of a good in 2023 to electronically report on
specific  PFAS  identities,  uses,  production  volumes,  and
disposal, among other information.

According to the Guidance manual for responding to the: Notice
with respect to certain per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
(PFAS), the purpose of this notice is to “collect information
on  certain  PFAS  substances,  either  alone,  in  mixtures,
products, or manufactured items in Canadian commerce for the
calendar year 2023. This information will be used to establish
baseline commercial use data and support future activities
related to the class of PFAS.”

As detailed in the Canada Gazette, this mandate is part of a
broader  initiative  to  assess  and  manage  environmental  and
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health risks associated with PFAS. The definition of PFAS
adopted by Canada includes substances with at least one fully
fluorinated  carbon  atom,  with  specific  exclusions  for
fluoropolymers  and  considerations  for  hydrofluoroolefins
(HFOs)  and  hydrochlorofluoroolefins  (HCFOs),  due  to  their
differing exposure and hazard profiles.

How is PFAS defined?
Instead  of  providing  a  broad  PFAS  definition,  the  notice
requires reporting on 312 PFAS, detailed in Schedule 1. This
list  includes  multiple  PFAS,  categorized  into  three  parts
based on their properties and uses:

Part 1: Specific perfluoroalkyl substances.

Part  2:  Additional  perfluoroalkyl  and  polyfluoroalkyl
substances.

Part  3:  Specific  use-case  substances  with  defined
applications.

In addition, the reporting obligation for businesses is based
on specific quantity criteria for PFAS manufactured, imported,
or used, depending on which part of the Schedule 1 list the
PFAS appear on.

Implications for PFAS manufacturers and
importers
This  rulemaking  comes  with  a  very  short  timeline,  giving
businesses only 6 months to gather information, including PFAS
identities and quantities manufactured, imported, or used, and
complete the required reporting by Jan. 29, 2025. Businesses
manufacturing,  importing,  or  using  PFAS-containing  products
for certain activities must comply with the new requirements
to avoid penalties. The notice also highlights the Government
of  Canada’s  commitment  to  collaborating  with  industry



stakeholders  to  align  with  North  American  operational
standards, and it allows for entities not meeting the specific
reporting  requirements  to  still  submit  a  Declaration  of
Stakeholder Interest.

Canada has also recently updated their Risk Management Scope
for  PFAS,  introducing  a  phased  approach  for  future  PFAS
regulation, which is open for public comment until Sept. 11.
In  Canada,  PFOS,  PFOA,  and  LC-PFCAs  (and  their  salts  and
precursors) are already prohibited.

This new rule comes at a time when many companies are working
to  meet  EPA’s  TSCA  reporting  rule,  which  has  a  reporting
deadline of May 8, 2025. Although for a similar purpose, it is
important to note that Canada’s rule only requires reporting
for 2023 and covers only the PFAS specified in Schedule 1,
making it more limited in scope than EPA’s requirements.

The content of this article is intended to provide a general
guide  to  the  subject  matter.  Specialist  advice  should  be
sought about your specific circumstances.
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