2026 OHS Fines Scorecard
(July 15 to August 15)

After two active months, reported Occupational Health and
Safety (OHS) fine totals for the month dipped a bit. While the
gap has shrunk a bit, 2026 fine volume and dollar amounts are
still well below 2025 levels due to the abnormally low totals
reported during the first five months of the year. There were
12 significant OHS fines, that is, fines of $25,000 or more,
across Canada in the most recent reporting period of July 15
to August 15, which is right on average for 2026 but also down
from the 17 fines reported in each of the previous two months.
Total fines for the year now stand at 84, as compared to 113
through mid-August 2025.

But while fine volume was in the middling range, dollar
amounts were a bit more robust. At $1.672 million, total
reported OHS fine dollars for mid-July to mid-August was the
third highest of the year. Total fine dollars for the year now
stand at $10.565 million. To put that number into perspective,
at this time last year fine dollars totaled $19.3 million.

The average reported OHS fine during the period was $139,333,
the second highest monthly average of 2026. That increased the
monthly average for the entire year to $125,774. But again,
that’s roughly $45,000 below the fine average of $170,885
through seven reporting periods in 2025.

The disparity in fine average 1s attributable not so much to
distribution patterns but top-heaviness. Thus, $624,051 is the
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highest reported OHS fine of 2026 so far. Through the same
period in 2025, there were four OHS fines exceeding that
total, including three different fines of $783,000 (all from
British Columbia).

Table 1. OHS Fines in 2026 At A Glance (through
August 15)
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Six-Figure OHS Fines

0f the 12 significant OHS fines reported this month, seven
were in the six figures. Four of these fines came from
Alberta, including the two highest of the period. After not
reporting any in the first five months of the year, Alberta
has now accounted for the third most six-figure fines of any
province with nine. Ontario accounted for the other two fines
of $100,000 this month and remains the leader in the category
at 21, nearly 50% of the national total of 44. British
Columbia sits in second for six-figure fines with 11, despite
not reporting any this month.

The highest reported OHS fine of mid-July to mid-August was
the $360,000 administrative monetary penalty (AMP) imposed on
a mining company for the struck-by death of a worker during a
pipe draining operation. Alberta also dished out the second
highest fine of the period-an AMP of $330,000 to a plumbing
firm in connection with a fatal trench collapse. These fines
represent, respectively, the fourth and seventh largest of
2026.

As it did last year, British Columbia continues to hand out
Canada’s most expensive OHS fines. All three of the year’s
highest OHS fines have come from that province. Despite the
late start, Alberta now occupies five of the Top 11 slots.
Although it hands out the most six-figure OHS fines, Ontario
has accounted for only two of the Top 11. The only other
jurisdiction to make the list is Nunavut at number eight.

Table 2. Top OHS Fines of 2026
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Following historical patterns, three provinces have accounted
for 40 of the year’s 44 reported six-figure fines—-Ontario, BC,
and Alberta. The other three have come from Manitoba, Nunavut,
and Saskatchewan.

Table 3. 6-Figures OHS Fines 1in 2026 By
Jurisdiction
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Overall OHS Fines

Only three jurisdictions reported OHS fines of $25,000 or more
from mid-July to mid-August. Surprisingly, Ontario didn’t
report the most this month. Alberta garnered that distinction
with five reported significant OHS fines, all of them in the
six figures. Ontario reported four, including two of six
figures. British Columbia had an uncharacteristically quiet
month with only three significant OHS fines reported, the
highest of which was only $75,000 and change.

Table 4. OHS Fines Reported March 15, to April 15,
2026 ($25,000 or more)








































Source: Bongarde



